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Portfolio Introduction 

My name is Zine Akgul and I am currently a Phase One student at Making 

Community Connections Charter School (MC2).  My greatest interests are music, 

reading, and writing, but I also enjoy learning. I play the flute and violin and I 

often find myself writing fictional stories and poetry.  Despite the fact that I am 

shy, I am also a very self driven and motivated person that always puts great 

effort into my work and learning.  I feel that it is important for everyone to have a 

good education and to always try to grow their knowledge even with mistakes 

made along the way. 

I became interested in MC2 because I thought that it would be a good fit for 

me and my learning style.  I was never very fond of traditional public schools and 

I struggled with the type of learning that was taught.  I derive pleasure from 

hands on activities although I also enjoy plugging out numbers and clearly 

traditional school was not for me. Therefore, I decided to apply for MC2.  When I 

started MC2 I started to really realize that it was very different from a traditional 

high school and that they didn’t only just teach differently, but they also have 

their own language which I have bolded and written definitions for in the 

glossary in the back. 

In Phase One of MC2 I completed a checklist that includes portfolios, 

community service, treks, CBRP’s(College/Career Bound Reading Projects), 

an internship, quarterly exhibitions, and habits.  I am confident that I am ready 

for Phase Two because not only have I completed that whole checklist, I have also 

achieved personal goals.  For example, I have given exhibitions at the end of 

every quarter, increasing my confidence in public speaking.  I believe that I have 

come a long way from when I first started MC2 until now. 
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In this Gateway Portfolio I have included three Learning Opportunities 

to demonstrate how I have grown personally and as a learner during Phase One. 

My first Learning Opportunity is a Physics studio that I took in the Winter 

Quarter of 2017 that demonstrates how even though it was challenging and new I 

persevered through it.  My second Learning Opportunity is of two CBRP’s that I 

wrote explaining the zero, first, second, third and fourth dimensions.  My third 

Learning Opportunity demonstrates the work and effort that I did during this 

Phase to make the MC2 Library accessible to students and teachers.  I decided to 

take on the responsibility of running the library to contribute to the community 

while I was waiting for an internship.  I believe that these three Learning 

Opportunities have remarkably helped me become ready for Phase Two.  

3 



 

 

4 



 

 

 

 

5 



 

Physics is Phun Studio  

Cover Letter/Introduction  

In the Winter Quarter of 2017 I took a Physics studio that covered the 

forces and interactions and waves competencies.  Throughout the studio, we did 

a series of activities and reflections regarding what we learned.  The studio was 

split up into three parts; relativity, kinematics, and waves.  My initial goal for this 

studio was to learn more about science but more specifically, physics.   

When I first started this studio at the beginning of the quarter I was 

thoroughly confused because I had no idea what Physics really was.  Our first 

project for relativity was the Flame Challenge and it was basically a write up of 

what you thought time was.  We learned about how time is critical to Physics, 

initial frames of reference, and how to know if you are moving at a constant 

velocity or if you are at rest in a plane or train without any windows.  Then, at 

the end of that portion of the studio we did a Relativity reflection that was 

difficult for me because I was still getting into what physics was and I was still 

very confused.   

For the kinematics part of the studio we had the choice of doing a “hands 

on” project, a “semi-hands on” project, or a not at all “hands on” project .  I really 

fancied the choices we had and I liked how this portion of the studio was set up.  I 

chose the not at all “hands on” project because I felt that it would be more 

beneficial to show my understanding of physics.  I worked on problems from an 

online textbook. The problems that I chose to solve had to do with finding the 

velocity or whether there was more or less kinetic or potential energy and 

calculating that.  One problem that I solved had to do with calculating the total 
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kinetic and potential energy of a car as it drive horizontally off a cliff.  At the end 

of the kinematics portion of the studio we did another reflection and I finally 

starting to think in the world of Physics and understand it better.  

Finally, for the last portion of the studio we studied waves and I found the 

way the studio was set up very accessible to my learning style because the people 

who wanted to keep working on kinematics could do that and the people who 

wanted to move on to waves could, and I did.  We started off doing small 

activities and talking about Waves using slideshows like the amplitude and 

frequency of a wave, the “unit circle” that we use to analyze waves, and what 

waves look like. Then, we did the Refraction Simulation which was experimenting 

with laser beams moving through different substances and how we could 

determine the angle of refraction, angle of reflection, etc. Finally, we completed a 

reflection about what we learned about waves. 

The habits that I showed in the studio where information, management, 

communication, ownership, self direction, curiosity and wonder, quality work, 

collaboration, problem solving, critical thinking, and creative thinking.  I showed 

exemplary in all these habits by putting effort into what I was learning, using my 

time well and productively, and because of this I received full credit for this 

studio.  Also, I worked collaboratively on activities, I sought what I was curious 

about in the studio, and used creative thinking on solving Physics problems. The 

Physics studio changed my look on the world and how I can now apply Newton’s 

Laws of Motion to the real world.  I also have learned to solve Physics problems 

using logic and intricate formulas. 

During this Learning Opportunity I grew more confident in public 

speaking and asking for help when I needed it.  I also not only learned what 
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Physics was, but along the way even though I was very confused in the beginning 

and it was very tough to understand how to solve physics problems, I persevered 

and kept up with the work even though it was challenging and eventually the 

studio became less confusing. 
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Evidence/Artifacts 

Throughout the studio I completed and uploaded a number of artifacts 

demonstrating my persistence of understanding Physics.  At the beginning of the 

studio I was not at all confident on what I was learning and I struggled with 

understanding how to complete the work that was given.  But by the end of the 

studio I was understanding what I was being given and I was keeping up with 

what I was learning. 

 

This is an image of my relativity reflection with feedback given to me by 

Elizabeth Cardine.  This is a normal process for work, projects, portfolios, etc. at 

MC2.  This shows my effort in revising my reflection over and over until it was 

the best quality work that it could be. 

9 



 

 

 

This is the first problem that I solved from the CK12 online textbook when 

I finally started to understand what we were doing in Physics.  To get help with 

this problem I researched an example online and then applied the formulas to the 

problem I had.  This shows my work ethic and how I was determined to 

understand even though I didn’t when I first started. 
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These are a series of End of Day Reflections (EOD’s) that I wrote about 

the physics studio (block two) either asking for help or explaining that I 

understood what we were learning or I didn’t understand. (They are in 

chronological order) This shows that I took ownership and asked for help when I 

needed it even though it was hard for me to. 
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These are the evaluation comments that I received from Elizabeth Cardine 

for the three portions on the Physics studio.  This shows the effort that I put into 

the work from the studio. 

I believe that these four artifacts/evidence show how I have grown as a 

learner because of this Learning Opportunity. 
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Reflection 

This Physics studio helped me become more aware of the world around me, 

the way we can calculate velocity or acceleration.  I also can now define what 

Physics or energy really is.  From taking this studio and completing all the work 

along with it I have gotten a lot out of it.  What was challenging for me was 

understanding it in the first place and knowing how to do the work that was 

given.  Completing the work that was given after I understood it was very easy 

for me because of my self direction and work ethic.  I enjoyed that there was more 

than one way to prove our learning in kinematics, but I didn't enjoy speaking in 

front of the class very much, but that's more of a personal issue. 

On the topic of Physics, I plan to continue to learn more on how to solve 

more in depth and intricate problems.  As I move on in life I would like to use the 

perseverance that I used in this learning experience to get through and learn 

more about even more challenging concepts.  Moving forward I also want to 

become more knowledgeable and learn how to solve more complicated problems 

on the subject.  This studio has really helped me to grow my knowledge and 

learning ability. 
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Flatland & Einstein’s Dreams CBRP’s 

Cover Letter/Introduction  

In the Fall Quarter of 2016 I read Flatland by Edwin A. Abbott and wrote a 

CBRP about it to get the Dimensions competency.  Initially, I was interested in 

learning about the different dimensions and what the characteristics of them are, 

but before I started reading Flatland I really had no idea what the dimensions 

were and I struggled with the concept of them. In the Physics is Phun studio 

during the Winter Quarter of 2017 we were offered to read Einstein’s Dreams by 

Alan Lightman as a CBRP so because it also had to do with time and somewhat 

on dimensions I decided to read it and write another paper on dimensions more in 

depth and comparing and contrasting it to perspective.  My essential goal for this 

second CBRP was to become more informed about what the dimensions are and I 

am confident that I succeeded in that.  Both of these CBRP’s that I complete were 

independent projects that I created outside of the studios that I had taken 

throughout my Fall and Winter Quarter studios. 

I didn't have a very hard time when I started to read Flatland with 

understanding it and once I finished it I had a goal to define the characteristics of 

dimensions in the CBRP.  The book is about a two dimensional square that 

believes in other worlds - dimensions - besides his own.  So, one day a sphere 

from the three dimensional world comes to visit him and tries to explain to him 

the three dimensional world.  The square at first doesn’t believe him so the sphere 

brings him to the third dimensional world. The story also touches on social class 

and how women are not equals to men.  Once I had finished writing and revising 

the CBRP I met with a small group of people, who had also read the book, to 
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discuss the world of Flatland and the dimensions of it.  After watching the movie 

and comparing it to the book I had an easier time understand what the 

dimensions are with a visual image.  I became very exposed and interested in 

learning about dimensions from this book. 

I read Einstein’s Dreams pretty quickly because by that time I had become 

more exposed to reading complicated writings.  The book was mostly on different 

perspectives of time and different worlds and cultures where time is perceived 

differently, but it also follows an imagining of what Albert Einstein’s dreams 

could have been like when he was engrossed in his idea of special relativity in 

1905.  What I took away from the book was that it was, as humans, lived in a 

totally different dimension, we would perceive the world and everything in it 

differently, right?  After reading this book I had a hard time coming up with what 

to write about so after getting some help from Elizabeth Cardine I decided to 

research a little more into the fourth dimension because that was the dimension 

that I was least familiar with.  After watching some YouTube videos and reading 

some science articles on the fourth dimension I got the idea to write a CBRP on 

how we would perceive the world if we lived in different dimensions. 

The habits that I showed for these two CBRP’s were curiosity and wonder, 

critical thinking, information, ownership, quality work, creative thinking, communication, 

and management.  I showed all these habits by being open to learning something 

new and producing passionate and quality work.  I now understand what 

dimensions are and how they are defined in our world.   

In this Learning Opportunity I learned something very new and 

challenging to understand conceptually.  I didn’t abandon the project when I 
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didn’t understand or if it got too challenging.  I kept trying to understand and 

learn something more challenging or difficult. 
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Evidence/Artifacts 

During this process of creating both of the CBRP’s, I had to create separate 

projects on Project Foundry, take notes on what I was reading, research a little 

bit on what I was going to write about, and write and revise the actual paper. 

 

This is an image of the notes that I while reading Flatland defining the 

different characteristics of the different shapes from different dimensions.  This 

shows my understanding of the book and the different dimensions. 
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This is an excerpt from my Einstein’s Dreams connecting it to the first 

CBRP book that I read - Flatland.  This shows my knowledge of what I’ve learned 

by comparing and contrasting the two worlds from the different books. 
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This is an image of the project that I created on Project Foundry that I 

brainstormed what could do for my Einstein’s Dreams CBRP and eventually 

revised.  This shows my critical thinking and creative thinking for how I could write 

my Einstein’s Dreams CBRP. 
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These are the evaluation comments that I received on both CBRP projects 

that show that I complete that project well and with good connection making. 
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Reflection 

These two CBRP’s helped me understand the world of what dimensions 

really are and how we perceive them.  On the writing side of these two projects it 

worked very well for me because I really enjoy writing and I have no problem 

writing papers.  What was challenging for both of the CBRP’s was starting the 

actual paper and figuring out what to write about because at that time I was still 

trying to understand what dimensions are.  I liked learning about dimensions and 

opening up my mind to a whole new concept and thinking about it.  I disliked that 

it was so challenging to come up with a topic in the beginning and I found it very 

frustrating.   

In the future, I want to learn more about the higher dimensions, how they 

exist, and what they really are.  I am confident that I will continue in the next 

Phase and later in life with challenging myself to learn more and more about 

dimensions.  I will also use what I learned to extend my knowledge even more in 

different areas. 
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MC2 Library 

Cover Letter/Introduction  

During break after the Summer Quarter of 2016 I came to MC2 to help 

clean and organize anything that needed it.  I had noticed that the library was 

very cluttered, unorganized, and I noticed that it wasn’t in a good situation for it 

to be accessible to teachers and students.  During the three weeks that I had, I 

cleaned up the library, labeled the books, cataloged them, and shelved them on the 

very unorganized shelves.  It took coming in almost everyday and working for 

over thirty hours during the long break that we had to make it usable when the 

students came back from vacation.  My initial goal for this library was for it to 

become a good and usable space for resources for projects and books for the MC2 

community to read during Sustained Silent Reading (SSR).   

After I finished with organizing the library and school started again my 

responsibility was to be in charge of students returning and signing out books 

and also reshelving and cleaning up the library.  I worked on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays in the library which are internship days while I was waiting for one.  I 

treated this library work like a real job and met with the school secretary - Sarah 

Mandel - to brainstorm ways to improve the library and new projects to start.  I 

continued with this project for a couple of quarters and the work that I did over 

break into community service.  A challenge that developed while working in the 

library was keeping track of the books that were checked out and where they 

were.  Now we have a online checkout system that we will be using in the future 

to make checking out books a lot easier. 
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During the Winter Quarter of 2017 another student and I were in charge 

of the library and managing it so we decided to add archives to the library - all 

events and guest speakers that came or happened at MC2 would be written up 

and documented in the MC2 library for future reference.  We created a shared 

Google Drive folder and filled it with events or guest speakers.  Currently, we 

continue to do this and it is a good system for future reference.  We plan to still 

add to the archive folder but we will eventually be starting an MC2 newsletter 

with tips on how to navigate MC2 for new students. 

The habits that I showed in this Learning Opportunity was community, 

creative thinking, decision making, communication, management, technology, self 

direction, and ownership.  I showed these habits by helping the community, making 

decisions about how to make the library efficient, and thinking creatively to make 

the library easier to use.  During this Learning Opportunity I have grown more 

confident in taking on a large responsibility and fulfilling it.  I also stepped out of 

my comfort zone to help the MC2 community and contribute to it. 
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Evidence/Artifacts  

During the process of making the MC2 library usable there was a lot of 

thought that went into making and designing the actual library and the 

technology aspect of it like making the archives folder usable and efficient. 

 

When I first started organizing the MC2 library I made a project on Project 

Foundry defining what I would be doing and turning it into community service. 

This is an image of the project I created showing my determination for 

contributing to the community. 
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This is an image of the Library Catalog that lists all of the books that we 

have in the library.  We keep track of books that are checked out and also books 

that are in storage.  This shows the responsibility that I fulfilled to make sure we 

have a record of every book and that students return their books on time. 
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This is an image of the inside of the archive folder that we created.  This 

shows my use of technology and responsibility to keep track of what is happening 

at MC2 to make sure it is written up and documented. 
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Here is a collection of End of Day Reflections that I wrote showing what I 

do during the day in the library. 
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Reflection 

This Learning Opportunity worked for me as a learner because it was 

mostly “hands on” and helping the community type of work which I am very 

interested in.  I enjoyed coming up with a new and better system for the library 

and I learned a lot about what a real librarian actually does.  It was easy to 

organize the library, catalog, and label all of the books, but it was harder to come 

up with a more efficient and easier way for people to use the library.  It was also 

challenging for me personally to talk to other students about returning books or 

helping them choose a book.  What I liked about this experience was helping the 

community have good resources for their projects.  There was nothing that I 

disliked about the learning experience, but it was challenging and frustrating 

when I first started to shelve, catalog, and label over 1,000 books. 

For this Learning Opportunity in the future I just want to keep improving 

the way the library runs and make it more and more accessible to the MC2 

community.  A goal that I have for the future for this library is to make it a better 

resource environment and also to have a student at MC2 be in charge of the 

library with success while I am occupied with my internship. 
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Portfolio Conclusion  

Being in Phase One, I have found that I have grown a lot from when I first 

started at MC2.  Coming from a traditional school with traditional teaching and 

projects I felt a little lost and took me awhile to get the hang of creating my own 

projects and uploading work.  By the end of the second quarter I was there I 

started to understand how to navigate projects, work, and designing my own 

learning.  My greatest challenges were at first navigating MC2 and then getting 

comfortable with public speaking especially for quarterly exhibitions.  My 

greatest achievements were completing my Phase One checklist which was a lot 

of work and cleaning up and organizing the MC2 library.   

In the future I will continue to make the library more efficient and usable 

for the community.  I also want to eventually be able to speak up and share my 

opinions at Community Meetings in the future.  Finally, I want to be able to be 

comfortable with having a voice and speaking my opinion in society. 

For me MC2 Mission Statement - “Empowering me with the knowledge 

and skills to use my unique voice effectively, and with integrity, in co-creating our 

global, public world.” -  means that MC2 is suppose to help us as students use our 

minds to think critically about the information that we are given and to make 

ethical choices for situations we find ourselves in.   

I know that I am ready for Phase Two because throughout the time that I 

have been here I have not only gotten all the competencies for each studio that I 

have taken and kept up with the work, I have also completed my Phase One 

checklist on top of that.  I know that I can handle the responsibility of completing 

all work from studios that I take during Phase Two, but I can also complete this 

checklist with it.   
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What might be challenging for me in Phase Two could be becoming 

motivated to complete this checklist at the rate that I want to.  I believe that 

planning out what I will try to complete each quarter for my Phase Two checklist 

will help me stay motivated to finish it. Also, in the next Phase I will use what I 

learned from this phase to help me increase my knowledge and intelligence.  I will 

use my motivation, determination, and self direction to complete the Phase Two 

checklist.   

My greatest goals that I want to achieve in Phase Two are to become more 

comfortable with public speaking and continue to learn more new and challenging 

concepts.  In the future I want graduate from MC2 with the knowledge, 

responsibility, and maturity needed for the real world. 
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Glossary 

CCBRP College/Career Bound Reading Project.  A project that requires reading 

a college/career bound book, analyzing it, and creating a project out of it. (p.2) 

Checklist Each of the Phases has a checklist that includes a number of 

requirements to move up into the next Phase. (p.2) 

Community Meeting These meetings can be called by a teacher or student that 

feels that there is an issue that needs to be discussed and solved. (p.29) 

Competencies Credits (p.6) 

End of Day Reflections 200 word reflections on your goals and what you 

learned throughout the day. (p.11) 

Gateway Portfolio When you have completed your Phase Checklist you write a 

portfolio proving that you are ready for the next Phase and how you have grown 

throughout the current Phase. (p.3) 

Guest Speakers On every Tuesday and Thursday an individual with an 

interesting career choice comes and speaks to the school about their career. (p.23) 

Habits are a substitute for grades that prepare you for the real world. Teachers 

assess students on their habits based on effort, time management, a good use of 

technology, etc. (p.2) 

Habits: Community, Ownership, Self Direction, Curiosity and Wonder, Quality 

Work, Character, Collaboration, Problem Solving, Decision Making, Critical Thinking, 

Creative Thinking, Communication, Organization, Management, Leadership, 

Information, Technology, Understanding 

Internship Off-site career opportunity (p.2) 

Portfolio A written up proof that you understand the competencies completed. 

(p.2) 
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Project Foundry An online site used for keeping track of projects, habits earned, 

and competencies completed (p.17) 

Quarterly Exhibition Quarterly presentations that are given to a student’s 

learning team (a.k.a. your advisor and parents) that is about how you’ve grown as 

a learner throughout the quarter and proving what you learned in your studios. 

(p.2) 

Studio Class (p.3) 

Sustained Silent Reading Everyday, there is thirty minutes of silent reading 

(p.22) 

Treks Off-site learning opportunity (p.2) 
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